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NORTHWEST ASSOCIATION FOR BLIND ATHLETES HOSTS SEMIANNUAL OREGON
YOUTH PARALYMPIC EXPERIENCE IN SALEM

VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON (September 24, 2025) — This Friday, September 26, Northwest Association for
Blind Athletes (NWABA) will host its semiannual Oregon Youth Paralympic Experience at the Oregon School for
the Deaf in Salem. From 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., approximately 30 students who are blind or have low vision—
ranging from kindergarten through high school—will take part in Paralympic sports, including goalball and
tandem biking.

This one-day event allows youth who are blind or visually impaired to learn fundamental skills in accessible
sports while gaining confidence, independence, and connections with peers. Since its return in 2022 following a
three-year hiatus due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the experience has served more than 250 children and teens
from across the state with support from local volunteers and NWABA staff. Together, the experience has created
a safe, supportive environment where participants can explore sports and discover new strengths.

“This is more than just an introduction to accessible sports—it’s a life-changing opportunity that empowers kids
with visual impairment to build confidence, discover their potential, and form lasting friendships,” said Billy
Henry, NWABA Founder and CEO. “Every activity opens doors to independence, belonging, and joy, while
advancing NWABA'’s vision that every individual with a visual impairment has the opportunities, support, and
community they need to thrive in all aspects of life.”

This year’s event will continue that tradition on a closed campus not open to the public, for a safe and focused
experience for attendees.

NWABA looks forward to continuing to expand opportunities for blind and visually impaired youth across the
Northwest and to welcoming even more students to next year’s event.

For more information about NWABA and its programs, visit nwaba.org.
Hit

About NWABA

The mission of Northwest Association for Blind Athletes is to provide life-changing opportunities through sports
and physical activity to individuals who are blind and visually impaired. Today, NWABA is a rapidly expanding
501(c)(3) charitable organization that provides more than 5,000 program and service interactions to children,
youth, adults, and military veterans with visual impairments through tailored programming which improves self-
confidence and self-esteem, promotes independence, creates an inclusive community of supporters, and builds
the skills necessary to succeed in all areas of life including school and employment.
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