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Mexican National Unlawfully Present In The United States Sentenced To 20 Years For 

Discharging A Firearm At Spokane Police During A Drug Trafficking Crime   
 

Spokane, Washington – On September 18, 2025, United States Chief District Judge Stanley A. 
Bastain sentenced Israel Garcia, 36, to 20 years in federal prison after his guilty pleas to 
Discharge of a Firearm During and in Relation to a Drug Trafficking Crime and Possession with 
Intent to Distribute 400 Grams or More of Fentanyl.  Garcia was ordered to pay over $6,000 in 
restitution to the Spokane Police Department and placed on a period of 5 years of supervised 
release should he again return to the United States after serving his sentence.   
 
According to information disclosed in court documents and proceedings, Garcia, a documented 
gang member living in the Yakima, Washington area, was convicted in 2015 of Assault on 
Federal Officers (15-CR-02068-SAB) related to a drug and firearm trafficking investigation.  For 
that conduct, Judge Bastian sentenced him to 84 months in federal custody.  Garcia was released 
in 2021 and deported to Mexico.  Garcia returned unlawfully to the United States in 2022 and 
resumed his drug trafficking and escalated to distributing thousands of deadly fentanyl pills into 
the community.   
 
On October 16, 2022, Garcia traveled from Yakima to Spokane to deliver 10,000 fentanyl pills.  
When Spokane Police identified themselves and approached him to effectuate his arrest, Garcia 
got out of his vehicle and immediately opened fire on the officers, while attempting to flee to 
avoid arrest.  The path of the bullets from Garcia were directed at multiple law enforcement 
officers; however, the bullets were also fired in direction of his vehicle, which still contained his 
male and female passengers and a minor child.  Additionally, but for the angle of a car door 
window, which redirected one of Garcia’s rounds, a law enforcement officer would have been 
shot in the head.  That officer nevertheless suffered injuries to his head and face.   Officers 
returned fire, striking Garcia and ending the clear and present danger he presented to the officers 
and the community.  The female passenger and minor child were terrified but otherwise reported 
to be physically unharmed.   
 
Because Garcia was under federal supervision for his prior conviction at the time of this incident, 
he was arrested for violation of his supervised release and later charged with the new offenses.  
Working in conjunction with the Spokane County Prosecutors Office, Garcia will be transferred 
to Spokane County to face state charges regarding the assault on the law enforcement officers.     
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Pete Serrano, the United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Washington, remarked on 
how dangerous Garcia’s conduct was: “We have zero tolerance for dangerous offenders like 
Garcia who pose an immediate threat to our community and our law enforcement partners.  
Garcia opened fire on the police in the streets of Spokane, attempting to strike several police 
officers.  It is unconscionable that he engaged in this behavior after having just been released 
from prison for the same kind of violent conduct.  This case highlights the importance of our 
partnerships between our state and federal partners and how closely we work with the Spokane 
County Prosecutors Office.”   
 
“Mr. Garcia was a menace to our community, both because of his fentanyl trafficking as well as 
his violent behavior,” said David F. Reames, Special Agent in Charge, DEA Seattle Field 
Division.  “Prison is clearly the right place for him, and I am proud that DEA and our partners 
could facilitate his lengthy incarceration.” 
 
This case was investigated by the Spokane Police Department and the Drug Enforcement 
Administration.  This case was prosecuted by First Assistant United States Attorney Stephanie 
Van Marter and Assistant United States Attorney Lisa Cartier Giroux.   
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