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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The Dakota Foundation and GE Johnson Partners with Harrison School District 2 to Honor Exceptional Educators 
Colorado Springs, CO – Harrison School District 2 (D2) is thrilled to announce the Teacher Impact Awards, a new initiative celebrating outstanding educators, made possible through the generous support of the Dakota Foundation and GE Johnson. This partnership highlights the critical role teachers play in shaping thriving, successful communities.
This program recognized five exemplary D2 teachers—across elementary, middle, and high schools—with a $5,000 award each. The awards will continue through the 2027–28 school year, honoring educators who demonstrate exceptional dedication and measurable impact on student growth.
“At the Dakota Foundation, we believe that great teachers have the power to change the trajectory of a student’s life. We’re proud to partner with Harrison School District 2 to celebrate and reward educators who go above and beyond for their students. These Teacher Impact Awards recognize not only excellence in teaching, but also the lasting difference these educators make in their classrooms and communities.”— Kelsey Nolan, President & CEO, The Dakota Foundation
“Our teachers are the heart of D2, and the impact they have on students’ lives is immeasurable,” said Dr. Wendy Birhanzel, D2 Superintendent. “These awards allow us to shine a spotlight on the extraordinary educators who inspire, challenge, and support our students every day. We are grateful to the Dakota Foundation and GE Johnson for helping us honor their remarkable work.”
Teachers eligible for the award had at least three years of experience in D2. Nominees were evaluated based on demonstrated student academic growth, creation of safe and inspiring learning environments, and feedback from the school community—including input from students or parents/guardians.
The teachers recognized were Christie Armstrong (Monterey Elementary School), Dana Bottolfson (Sierra High School), Jessica Day-Neumann (Sand Creek International School), Cassidy Eisaman (Carmel Community School) and Megan Graziosa (Giberson Elementary School). 
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