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An Aloha Man Pleads Guilty to Aiming a Laser Pointer at an Aircraft
and Drug Trafficking

PORTLAND, Ore.—An Aloha, Oregon, man pleaded guilty today for pointing a laser at a
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) helicopter landing at the Hillsboro, Oregon, airport and
possessing methamphetamine with the intent to distribute.

Brian K. Kapileo Nepaial, 38, pleaded guilty to aiming a laser pointer at an aircraft and
possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine.

According to court documents, on October 3, 2025, a CBP helicopter was struck by a green laser,
causing it to abort its planned landing. The flight crew observed an individual walking near a
residence and disappearing. The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) identified the residence
and, on October 10, 2025, executed a federal search warrant at the residence. FBI special agents
seized a laser from the bedroom of Kapileo Nepaial and found over 100 grams of
methamphetamine and evidence of drug trafficking.

On December 16, 2025, a federal grand jury in Portland returned a two-count indictment
charging Kapileo Nepaial with aiming a laser pointer at an aircraft and possession with intent to
distribute methamphetamine.

Kapileo Nepaial faces a maximum sentence of five years in prison, a $250,000 fine, and three
years of supervised release for Count One. He faces a maximum sentence of 40 years in prison,
with a mandatory minimum of five years in prison, a $5,000,000 fine, and five years of
supervised release for Count Two. Kapileo Nepaial will be sentenced on July 28, 2026, before a
U.S. district court judge.

U.S. Attorney Scott E. Bradford for the District of Oregon made the announcement.

The case is being investigated by the FBI and is being prosecuted by the U.S. Attorney’s Office
for the District of Oregon.
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