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Coos Bay Man Pleads Guilty to Sexually Exploiting a Minor and Attempting
to Sexually Exploit another Minor

EUGENE, Ore.— A Coos Bay, Oregon, man pleaded guilty yesterday in federal court for
causing a child to produce child sexual abuse material (CSAM), attempting to cause an adult to
produce CSAM with his minor child, and distributing CSAM to others.

Thomas Owen Barnett, 40, pleaded guilty to two counts of sexual exploitation of a child.

According to court documents, between September and December 2023, Barnett encouraged a
minor victim to create and send him CSAM. In September 2024, Barnett distributed CSAM of
that minor victim on Kik, an online chat platform, and sought money in exchange. The same
month, Barnett posed as the minor victim online and asked a man in a foreign nation to make and
send him CSAM depicting the man’s very young child.

On February 20, 2025, a federal grand jury in Eugene returned a four-count indictment charging
Barnett with sexual exploitation of a child, attempted sexual exploitation of a child, as well as
possession and distribution of child pornography.

Barnett faces a maximum sentence of 30 years in prison and a mandatory minimum sentence of
15 years in prison, a $250,000 fine, and a supervised release term of five years to life. He will be
sentenced on September 1, 2026, before a U.S. District Court judge. Additionally, Barnett has
agreed to pay restitution to the victim and forfeit certain property.

U.S. Attorney Scott E. Bradford for the District of Oregon made the announcement.

This case was investigated by the FBI with assistance from the North Bend Police Department
and the Coos County Sherift’s Office. It is being prosecuted by William M. McLaren, Assistant
U.S. Attorney for the District of Oregon.

Anyone who has information about the physical or online exploitation of children is encouraged
to call the FBI at 1-800-CALL-FBI (1-800-225-5324) or submit a tip online at tips.fbi.gov.

Federal law defines child pornography as any visual depiction of sexually explicit conduct
involving a minor. It is important to remember child sexual abuse material depicts actual crimes
being committed against children. Not only do these images and videos document the victims’
exploitation and abuse, but when shared across the internet, re-victimize and re-traumatize the
child victims each time their abuse is viewed. To learn more, please visit the National Center for
Missing & Exploited Children at www.missingkids.org.
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This case was brought as part of Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide initiative launched in May
2006 by the Justice Department to combat the growing epidemic of child sexual exploitation and
abuse. For more information about Project Safe Childhood, please visit www.]justice.gov/psc.
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