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A Romanian National Unlawfully Residing in the United States Sentenced to
Federal Prison for Defrauding Elderly Victims

PORTLAND, Ore.—A Romanian national unlawfully residing in the United States was
sentenced to federal prison yesterday for defrauding elderly victims by stealing their bank cards
and taking money from their bank accounts.

Rexona Caldararu, 34, was sentenced to 36 months in federal prison and five years of supervised
release.

According to court documents, beginning in the summer of 2023 and continuing through the
summer of 2025, Caldararu and her co-conspirators would memorize the debit card pin numbers
of elderly victims as they checked out at the grocery store. Caldararu or one of her co-
conspirators then followed each victim back to the parking lot, told the victim they dropped cash
and insisted on helping place the cash back in their wallet while at the same time removing their
debit card. Caldararu and her co-conspirators would then proceed to the victim’s bank and
remove as much money as possible and sometimes also use the debit card to make purchases.
Caldararu defrauded 12 victims from the District of Oregon and elsewhere and stole more than
$73,500. Caldararu had been previously arrested for similar conduct throughout the country, in
the United Kingdom, and in France.

On Oct. 7, 2025, a federal grand jury in Portland returned a 12-count superseding indictment
charging Caldararu and her co-conspirators. On Jan. 22, 2026, Caldararu pleaded guilty to
conspiracy to commit bank fraud, bank fraud, and aggravated identity theft.

U.S. Attorney Scott E. Bradford for the District of Oregon made the announcement. The FBI
investigated the case. Assistant U.S. Attorney Katherine A. Rykken prosecuted the case.
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