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Coos County Oregon Man Sentenced to Federal Prison for             

Distributing Child Sexual Abuse Material 

EUGENE, Ore.—A Coos County, Oregon, man was sentenced to federal prison Wednesday for 
distributing thousands of images and videos of the sexual exploitation of minors, announced U.S. 
Attorney Scott E. Bradford for the District of Oregon. 

Ryan Scott Groce, 41, was sentenced to 98 months in federal prison and 5 years of supervised 
release. Restitution will be determined at a later date. 

“Today's sentence sends a clear message: those who exploit children will face significant 
consequences,” said U.S. Attorney Scott E. Bradford. “Protecting children and pursuing justice 
for victims remain among the highest priorities of this office, and we will continue to use every 
available resource to combat child exploitation and abuse.” 

“The volume of files distributed by Mr. Groce is staggering,” said HSI Seattle acting Special 
Agent in Charge April Miller. “The number of victims—many of whom remain unidentified—is 
deeply troubling. HSI remains committed to leading the global fight against child exploitation 
and will continue to investigate crimes targeting our most vulnerable population – our children.” 

According to court documents, from November 15, 2023, through November 11, 2024, Groce 
distributed at least 15,000 files of child sexual abuse material (CSAM) online. Investigators 
searched Groce’s cell phone and found file-sharing software actively downloading and uploading 
CSAM. Groce’s cell phone also contained over 1000 videos of CSAM.  

On Aug. 21, 2025, Groce was charged by information with one count of distribution of child 
pornography. On Sept. 12, 2025, Groce pleaded guilty. 

Homeland Security Investigations investigated the case. Assistant U.S. Attorney Jeffrey Sweet 
prosecuted the case. 

Anyone who has information about the physical or online exploitation of children is encouraged 
to contact HSI at (866) 347-2423 or submit a tip online at report.cybertip.org. 

Federal law defines child pornography as any visual depiction of sexually explicit conduct 
involving a minor. It is important to remember child sexual abuse material depicts actual crimes 
being committed against children. Not only do these images and videos document the victims’ 
exploitation and abuse, but when shared across the internet, re-victimize and re-traumatize the 
child victims each time their abuse is viewed. To learn more, please visit the National Center for 
Missing & Exploited Children at www.missingkids.org. 
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This case was brought in collaboration with Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide initiative to 
combat the growing epidemic of child sexual exploitation and abuse, launched in May 2006 by 
the Department of Justice. Led by the U.S. Attorneys’ Offices and the DOJ’s Child Exploitation 
and Obscenity Section, Project Safe Childhood marshals federal, state, and local resources to 
locate, apprehend, and prosecute individuals who exploit children, as well as identify and rescue 
victims. For more information about Project Safe Childhood, please visit www.justice.gov/psc. 
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