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HSTF Investigation Leads to Indictment for Possession with
Intent to Distribute Methamphetamine

PORTLAND, Ore.—A federal grand jury in Portland returned an indictment Tuesday charging
Jonathann Uriel Ayala Garcia, 23, with possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine
after his involvement in a transnational criminal organization (TCO).

According to court documents, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) and the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) began investigating a Beaverton-based TCO
involved in trafficking methamphetamine, firearms, and cocaine. In June 2026, investigators
arrested Ayala Garcia after he arrived to sell narcotics. Investigators searched his vehicle and
found approximately 16.5 kilograms of methamphetamine and 168.3 grams of heroin.

Ayala Garcia was arraigned in federal court yesterday before a U.S. magistrate judge. He
pleaded not guilty and ordered detained pending a jury trial scheduled to begin on September 15,
2026.

If convicted, Ayala Garcia faces a maximum sentence of life in federal prison, 5 years’
supervised release, and a fine of $10 million.

U.S. Attorney Scott E. Bradford for the District of Oregon made the announcement.

The DEA and ATF are investigating the case. Assistant U.S. Attorney Nicole Hermann is
prosecuting the case.

This case is part of the Homeland Security Task Force (HSTF) initiative established by
Executive Order 14159, Protecting the American People Against Invasion. The HSTF is a
whole-of-government partnership dedicated to eliminating criminal cartels, foreign gangs,
transnational criminal organizations, and human smuggling and trafficking rings operating in the
United States and abroad. Through historic interagency collaboration, the HSTF directs the full
might of United States law enforcement towards identifying, investigating, and prosecuting the
full spectrum of crimes committed by these organizations, which have long fueled violence and
instability within our borders. In performing this work, the HSTF places special emphasis on
investigating and prosecuting those engaged in child trafficking or other crimes involving
children. The HSTF further utilizes all available tools to prosecute and remove the most violent
criminal aliens from the United States. HSTF Portland comprises agents and officers from FBI,
HSI, DEA, USMS, IRS-CI, ATF, USPIS, CBP, TSA, U.S. Coast Guard, Oregon Air, Army
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National Guard Counterdrug program, and Oregon-Idaho HIDTA with the prosecution being led
by the United States Attorney’s Office for the District of Oregon.

An indictment is only an accusation of a crime, and a defendant is presumed innocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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